


6AIL WINS!!! 

IAFFLERBACH WINS, OURIDY WINS, TROPIANO LOSES 

90UT0F10 PA-CAIA ENDORSED RACES WIN! 

REAP ELECTION NEWS IN THE SPECIAL EXTRA INSERT IN THIS ISSUE, PAPES A,B & ( 

[MARTIN LUTHER 

KINC SERVICE 
^ATMKON 
■ 1 JAN. 20. 

READ ABOUT IT 
ON PACE 3 


FACT HONORS VOLUNTEERS 

FACT honored volunteers at FACT’S 
annual Snowball on Dec. 1. Honors went to: Awards: David K. 
Moyer - President’s Award, Gene V. Strot - Rainbow Award, 
Keith Riley-Spillane- Lifetime Achievement Award, Bo Kepple 
- Lifetime Achievement Award. Certificates of Achievement: 
Chuck Milozits Jr., Will Klop, Jack Shelley, Mary Glennon, 
Victor Merinsky Jr., Jason Hennigh, Sarah Kovalchick, and 
Charles Versaggi. 


I M« BLESSING OF 
RELATIONSHIPS 

A Blessing of Relationships, 
Ian interfaith service of 
I celebration, will be held on 
(February 16, at 5 PM. 
I Following this, Pride will host a 
I dinner/dance after the blessing 
I (see article at right). For more 
[information about this event 
| sponsored by the Metropolitan 
I Community Church of the 
(Lehigh Valley, call 610-954- 
17775 or see February’s VFR 


PRIDE 

TO HAVE 

DANCE 

FEBRUARY 16 

National Freedom to Marry 
Day Celebration 

“Bring a valentine - Find a 
valentine” A dinner and dance 
at the Holiday Inn, Bethlehem 
on Saturday, February 16, at 7 
pm. Reservations are 
$25/person if paid before 
1/21/02, and $30 per person 
after Jan 21. Reservations are 
required by February 10. For 
information on group rates or 
tickets:610-270-6200 or email 
<pridelv@hotmail.com>. 


A<<S<0NCERT DEC 21 


A Chorus Celebrating Women will present 
its 9th Annual Winter Solstice Concert at 
7:30 pm, December 21 at Christ 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 13th and 
Hamilton Streets, Allentown. Chorus 
selections from the traditional to the contemporary will be 
I accompanied by Rita Linckon harp and MelissaTurko on piano. 

I Tickets are $ 12 for adults, $9 for senior citizens and groups and 
| $6 for students. For tickets, call 610-866-2071. 


Valley Free Press does not discriminate on the basises listed in the anti- 

discrimination statement on page 8 , and asks that organizations which request 
VFP to publish information abouttheir events maintain a similar policy 


READ ABOUT 
VFP'S PICKS^, 
FOR CA' 

NOTABLE 
2001 

ACHIEVEMENT 

ON PACE 7 


LV PFLAG participated in a anti¬ 
harassment workshop at Liberty High 
School in November. PFLAG 
members including openly GLBT 
former Liberty students, spoke to 
faculty and staff about the harm anti¬ 
gay harassment does to students and 
the necessity for it to stop. 


THE METROPOLITAN I 
COMMUN 
CHURCH LV 

INVITES YOU TO 
.A CANDLELIGHT 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
SERVICE 

424 Center Street in 
Bethlehem, at 10pm. Come 
and celebrate the holiday 
the Church that supports 
you, your friends and 
family. The G 
community come 
together on Christmas Eve 
at MCCLV for this special 
service. See you there! 
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RAGS TO RICHES 
TAKE THE FIRST STEP 

by, ^benUe McKelueq, 


Holiday Shopping 

It’s holiday time again! Families everywhere, it seems, are 
hanging lights and adorning their homes with decorations that 
represent their beliefs. Christmas and Hanukkah lights, Moravian 
stars, and even some red, white, and blue lights are sparkling from 
windows and rooftops. I even spotted one house with a rainbow of 
lights hung from their porch. Many of you, perhaps, are out with the 
crowds looking for perfect gifts for your family or friends. In case 
you haven’t finished your shopping by the time you read this, I have 
a few ideas for you. 

I'm a great fan of giving books as gifts. They are one-size-fits-all 
and come in many different price ranges. For the gay parent, or 
parent-to-be, there is a wonderful book called “The Queer Parent’s 
Primer: A Lesbian and Gay Families’ Guide to Navigating the 
Straight World" by Stephanie A. Brill. It is an easy to read book, 
appropriate for beginner to experienced parents. Included are 
sections on celebrating family, gender awareness, dating and 
breaking up, family activism, and coming out issues. The book also 
includes a helpful resource section in the back. Other parenting 
books include “Lesbian and Gay Families Speak Out: 
Understanding the Joys and Challenges of Diverse Family Life" by 
Jane Levy Drucker, PH.D. This book consists of a series of 
testimonials by adults and children from many different types of 
families. Drucker’s book also includes an extensive resource 
section. “The Lesbian Parenting Book: A Guide to Creating 
Families and Raising Children” by D. Merilee Clunis and G. Dorsey 
Green has helpful basic pregnancy and parenting information, 
alternative family theory, and an excellent chapter called 
“Confronting Racism and Building Rainbows.” 

You can find these, and many other books like these, in local 
bookstores like Borders and Barnes & Noble. You can also order 
them over the phone from the gay bookstore in Philadelphia, 
Giovanni’s Room. Phone #215-923-2960. 

Giving books as gifts to kids is always a big hit and there are two 
classics to consider: “Heather Has Two Mommies," by Leslea 
Newman, is out in a 10th Anniversary edition and “Daddy’s 
Roommate," by Michael Willhoite. In addition, one of my favorites 
is, “Who’s in a Family,” by Robert Skutch. 

When you choose to buy these books you accomplish many 
things: You support the authors and illustrators who dare to write 
them, you support the publishers who dare to print them, you 
support the stores who dare to display them on their shelves, and 
you give the gift of information, acceptance, and pride to your loved 
ones. 


Dear Denise, I have owned my home for a number of years. 
What can you tell me about refinancing options? Signed, 
Homeowner 

Dear Homeowner, I can understand the reason for your 
question. With all the headlines about interest rate cuts, 
refinancing the mortgage on your home has become a hot topic 
of conversation. But what factors should be considered in 
deciding whether refinancing is the right move now? First there 
have been 10 rate cuts by the Federal Reserve this year. This 
has taken interest rates on home loans to near-historic lows. For 
mortgage shoppers this is good news, indeed. A year ago, the 
week of Nov. 2, 30-year fixed mortgages were at 7.73 percent. 
Same time this year, they were 6.63 percent. These rates are 
some of the best rates in 30 years! 

If your loan interest rate is over 7 to 7.25 percent and you 
intend to stay in the property for a while, you should consider 
refinancing. You can actually shop online for quotes and 
complete the task in a few hours. 

You need to assess your individual circumstances. If you 
bought the home a number of years ago and have not refinanced 
in the past, you will need to estimate how long you plan to live 
there. Keep in mind, it will take two to three years to recoup the 
refinancing costs, particularly if you already have a low interest 
rate. 

Appraise your situation. You may have lost a job or 
accumulated debt, which may make it more difficult to qualify for 
the lowest-rate loans. If you have been in the loan for seven to 
eight years, you are just getting to the point where you are paying 
down a large amount of the principal. If you are holding an 
adjustable rate mortgage (ARM), this may be an ideal time to lock 
in at a lower rate. There are mortgage calculators on-line, 
(mortgage companies, banks, financial institutions) that will help 
with the comparison. For example, a $135,000 loan at 8 percent 
equates to $991 a month in mortgage costs, while the same loan 
at 6.5 percent will cost a borrower $854 a month, a savings of 
$137 a month. 

Be sure to check with your current lender. Some lenders waive 
costs like appraisal fees to refinance loans of present customers. 
Just be sure that you are comparing apples to apples. At this 
time, I would certainly look into the pros and cons of refinancing. 

Denise McKelvey is a Financial Advisor for American 
Express Financial Advisors, Inc. located at 7248 Tilghman 
St. in Allentown. Please mail your questions or send e-mail 
to <Denise.M.McKelvey@AEXP.com>. Information 
provided within this column may not be appropriate for your 
specific financial situation. 


KINDRED SPIRITS MAY 
BE DISBANDING 

Kindred Spirits, the social and support group for LBT women, 
which regularly met on Fridays at UUCLV, is taking a hiatus or 
possibly disbanding its weekly meetings. There will be no meetings 
in December. 

However, members of the group still meet occasionally for dinner 
on Wednesday nights and some are interested in reviving the group 
at a new meeting place. If you are interested in joining KS members 
for dinners or other events, you can get on the KS email list at 
<vanessa1956 @ cs.com>. 

If you would like to join the group to energize the effort to find a new 
meeting place and start Friday meetings up again, or if you 


have information about a meeting place available to socially 
conscious groups at no charge, contact KS at 610-391-0368 or 
email <vanessa 1956 @ cs.com>. 


MCCLV CONCERT IN MARCH 

Metropolitan Community Church LV has received word that 
Marsha Stevens will be at the church this Spring. Stevens is 
scheduled to give a concert at MCCLV on Saturday, March 23. 

Stevens is a gospel singer, songwriter and evangelist who 
travels the country giving concerts to MCCs. She is the composer 
of, "For Those Tears I Died (Come to the Water)," a standard in 
hymnals since 1972. Mark Powell of Christian Century magazine 
says: "She is conservative Christianity's worst nightmare: a God¬ 
fearing, Jesus-loving, Bible-believing lesbian Christian." 


















CAY 
MEN'S 
m CHORUS 

/winter season 

Rehearsals will begin on January 8, 
2002, at 7:00 pm at Wesley United 
Methodist Church, 2540 Center Street, 
Bethlehem. The chorus is open to 
anyone with a tenor to bass ranged 
voice, who is supportive of the rainbow 
community. New members are welcome 
and encouraged to come to the first 
rehearsal. 

The chorus will present *The Sound of 
Music and Other Noises," on the first 
[ weekend in March locally and the following 
f weekend at Odette’s in New Hope. 

For information on the chorus and samples 
of their music, go to <www.lvgmc.org>. 

PFLAC MfETINCS 

PFLAG, (Parents and Friends of Lesbians 
and Gays) announce chapter and local 
meetings: BETHLEHEM: 2nd Sunday’s 
monthly, at 3:00 p.m., at Northampton 
Community College (NCC), College Center 
Room 134. For info: 610-967-5219. 
READING: 3rd Tuesdays monthly, at 6:30 
pm.at the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Reading & Berks County. (416 Franklin 
St.). For info call the church: (610) 372- 
0928 or helpline: 610-967-5219. And new 
meetings in MONROE COUNTY: Dec. 2, 
7:00 pm at Grace United Church in 
Tannersville (Route 715 directly across 
from the Crossings Factory Outlet). This 
is not a permanent location. Meetings are 
held jointly with an Allies group. Helpline - 
(570) 620- 1 234, e-mail: 

<AMLeePFLAG@aol.com>, fax #: 570- 
688-9465, and mailing address: PO Box 
419, Reeders, PA 18352-0419. 

THEATRE OUTLET 

MAINSTAGE : ”A CHRISTMAS STORY," 
by Philip Grecian; from Jean Shepherd's 
memoirs and film. Dec 6 - Dec 23, Directed 
by Tim Brown. In the Gallery: "ISAAC 
BOWER: A Holiday Exhibit," & "HOLIDAY 
ARTS MARKETPLACE," Dec 6 - Dec 23, 
Gift-able works by Annie Giancarlo, David 
Molloy, Rosemary Geseck, Kenn Michael, 
Joanne Peters, Ann Schlegel, Deb Slahta, 
Bruce Soft, Barbara Staub, and Susan 
Weaver. For more information, call: 610-820- 
9270, email: theatreo@aol.com, or website: 
www.theatreoutlet.org. The Theatre Outlet is 
at 29 North 9th Street, Allentown. 



MCC CAROLING 


The MCCLV Fellowship Team will be 
Christmas Caroling on Thursday, 
December 20, beginning at 6:30pm. All are 
welcome. E-mail <kevhug@voicenet. 
com> so there will be song booklets 
available for everyone attending. 

Carolers will meet at the church (424 
Center Street, Bethlehem) at 6:30pm. A 
map of the intended route will be available 
at the MCCLV Sunday Service on 
December 16. 

MCC EVENTS 

Monday, December 24 - MCCLVs 
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service, 10 
p.m. at 424 Center St. Sunday, January 
20 - MCCLV celebrates the life and times of 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Regularly 
scheduled 5:50 p.m. Sunday worship time. 
424 Center Street. Sunday, February 10 - 
MCCLV celebrates National Freedom to 
Marry Day. Regularly scheduled 5:50 p.m. 
Sunday worship time. 424 Center Street. 
Wednesday, February 13 - MCCLV 
observes Ash Wednesday. Service at 7:30 
p.m., 424 Center Street. 

M(( DONATIONS 

MCCLV is pleased to announce its giving 
during the year 2001. Throughout the year 
the MCCLV Board of Directors has been 
donating from its "Philanthropy Fund," and 
spreading its good will around the globe. 

Again this year, MCCLV is funding a 
subscription to the Advocate magazine at 
the Bethlehem Area Public Library ($44). 
Also, donations of $100 each were made to: 
Kutztown University Campus Ministry, to 
support the visit of soulforce Founder Rev. 
Mel White; Rev. Mario Gutierrez, Pastor of 
the MCC Paz Y Alegri in Managua, 
Nicaragua who was injured in a robbery; 
Salem United Methodist Church, Allentown, 
to support them after a fire destroyed the 
church's roof; Rev. Nokthula Dhladhla, Co- 
Pastor of Hope & Unity MCC in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, to support her 
in purchasing a computer; MCC of the 
Resurrection Houston, Texas, to support 
them in the aftermath of extensive flooding; 
MCC of the Blue Ridge, Roanoke, Virginia, 
to support them in the aftermath of a hate 
attack against their pastor and two 
congregants; Chi Rho Press, a publishing 
house and ministry of the Mid-Atlantic 
District, to support their continued ministry; 
Additionally, as previously reported, 
MCCLV heeded the call to action and 
supported donating our entire Sunday 
service Septemberl 6 offering to MCC New 
_ York and the Red Cross ($2,009). 


PAT ROBERTSON BAILS 
ON CHRISTIAN COALITION 

Pat Robertson announced on December 
5, that he is resigning as president of the 
Christian Coalition, the right-wing political 
organization he founded in 1989. The 
move spells the certain demise of the 
floundering group, says Americans United 
for Separation of Church and State. 
Without Robertson’s money and political 
clout, its only a matter of time before the 
organization collapses. 

GLORA UPDATE 

GLORA -(The Gay & Lesbian 
Organization of Reading and Allentown), 
held its 12th anniversary dinner at the 
Bower’s Hotel on December 2. More than 
forty members and friends participated. 
The next GLORA event will be a New 
Year’s Eve celebration. The annual Anti- 
Super Bowl, Super Bowl Social Event 
hosted by Steve and Robert, on February 3. 
This event is a potluck and includes fun for 
everyone. Children welcome. 

GLORA is a volunteer social organization. 
You can join GLORA and get information 
about their many and varied events by 
writing GLORA , PO Box 1952, Allentown, 
PA 18105-1952 or email 
GLORAinPA@aol.com. 

GLOSS GAME NIGHT 

The dates for the next two GLOSS Game 
Nights are Jan. 19 and Feb. 16, starting at 
7pm, location to be announced. Call the 
Gloss Hotline at: 610-434-2966 or check 
the GLOSS website for 
details :<www.gloss.org>. 

PRIDE ELEGTIONS 

PRIDE of LV is pleased to announce the 
results of their recent elections. 

Pride is happy to welcome the following 
new & returning board members: Susan 
Baker, Arlene Baron, John Early, Tabatha 
Gartner, Allyson Hamm, Brenda Hoelman 
Carolyn Lewis, Judy McNally, Donna 
Merritt-Kelley, Debbie Ramsdell, and Use 
Stoll Zinnes. 

Pride's new officers are: President: Brenda 
Hoelman, VP: Arlene Baron, Treasurer: 
Tabatha Gartner, Secretary: Judy McNally 

Pride would like to acknowledge & thank 
the following boardmembers for their 
dedicated sen/ice to the community as they j 
step down from the Pride board. Many p 
thanks go out to Bridgette, Tom Cormier and * 
Constance Kristofik. 

FACT BINGO 
AT DIAMONZ 

Donl miss Sunday evening Bingo at 
Diamonz hosted by Carolann. It’s fun and all 
the proceeds go to FACT. 























I CALENDAR 4 

ACCO-A Chorus Celebrating Women, 

Rehearsals, Thursdays 7-1 Opm at 

UUCLV Bethlehem,610.767.7897 

AIDS Outreach-112 N. 5th St. Allentown, PA 

610.435.8424 

AIDSWALK- AIDSWALK Lehigh Valley - 
610.974.8701 www.regiononline.com/lvaids 
ASC-AIDSServiceCenter610.974.8701 
As If Productions - Documentary Film Makers, 
610.434.7845 

BMA- Bucks/Montgomery Alliance for Gay and 
Lesbian Concerns 215-529-0360 
B&N- Barnes and Noble Gay &Lesbian Book 
Club, White Hall store, Monthly, 7:00pm. 

CIVIC and 19th St. Theater, 527 N 19th St. 
610-432-8943, <.civictheater,com> 

Enigma Players 610-432-0706 

EQUAL! at Agere - email: equal @ agere 

FACT- Fighting AIDS Continuously Together 

610.820.5519 

GLEE atAir Products 

GLASS-at Lehigh Univ., 610.758.3469 

GLISN- at Dun & Bradstreet, 

<vagranthollow.com/GLISN/> 

GLORA- Gay and Lesbian Organization 
of Reading and Allentown (Social gatherings, 
various dates) Newsletter-The Tassle. Write to: 
P.O. Box 1952, Allentown PA18105-1952, 
email- G LORAinPA @ AOL.COM 
GLOSS - Gay and Lesbian Organized Sports 
Society, P.O.Box 21862 Lehigh Valley, PA 
18002 Volleyball,. Tennis, Racquet Ball 
610.434.2966. 

GmLv- Gay Men of the Lehigh Valley, 2nd and 
4th Saturday Monthly 7pm UUCLV, Bethlehem, 
610.954.7775 

HMFF-Hope Ministry Family Fellowship, 
Sundays, 11 am, Open Space Gallery, 931 
Hamilton St. 610-791-0716 
Integrity- Lesbian and Gay Episcopalians 
Family and Friends 1st Monday each month 
7pm Trinity Episcopal Church 2nd Floor 
Chapel, 44 E. Market Street Bethlehem. 610- 
758-8642 

KS-Kindred Spirits- Support, discussion, and 
social group for lesbians and bisexual women 
Fridays at 6:30pm, Contact: Chris at 610- 
868-0248,or Donna at610.997.00607 
LVGMC -Lehigh Valley Gay Men’s Chorus, 
Rehearsals Tuesdays, UUCLV Bethlehem. 
610.366.3320, Ivgmc @ hotmail.com 
MCC - Metropolitian Community Church,office- 
424 Center St. (UUCLV), Bethlehem,6 pm 
Sundays, 610.954.7775 
NCC- Northampton Community College Gay 
Lesbian and Bisexual Student Union, Meetings 
every Monday fron 4pm to 6pm at CC114 
(Cohen Lounge),, College Center call 
610.861.5541 (#1386)or 882-2531 
19th St/Civic Theatre - 610.432.8943 
Out There- Students att Cedar Crest College 
PA-GALA-PA Gay and Lesbian Alliance 
for Political Action, (Voter's Info Booklet, & 
Political Lobbying) For membership: send $20 
to: P.O.Box 20825 Lehigh Valley 18002 
610.432.5449 

PFLAG - LV Parents Familiesand Friendsof 
Lesbians and gays 2nd Sundays 3pm at NCC, 
Coll. Cntr Rm 134 610.967.5219 

<www.users.fast.net/~pflag> 

Pride - Pride of the Lehigh Valley, (Pride 
Festival) 61 0.770.6200, email: 
<lvpride@hotmail.com>, <www.pridelv.org> 
QuEST - Student group at Lafayette College 
Farion Center Box 429 Easton, PA, 
<QuEST_Lafayette @ hotmail.com> 
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UPDATE ON STATE 
HATE CRIMES BILL 
FROM PA-CALA 

PA-GALA’s political director Steve Black 
explains that when the Hate Crimes Bill 
Language was added to House Bill 1493, the 
Bill was originally about adding penalties to 
crimes involving agricultural vandalism, 
particularly against people who might destroy 
genetically engineered experimental food 
crops produced by large corporations. Since it 
was a crime bill, other crime language could 
be added to it. But once they inculded 
penalties for Hate Crimes against GLBT 
people, agricultural lobbyists and the original 
Bill sponsors removed the crops language, 
fearing that the Bill might not pass because it 
was now pro-gay. 

As an agricultural crime Bill, HB1493 had 49 
co-sponsors, but when it became a GLBT 
Hate Crime Bill the 29 original cosponsors 
removed their names. Currently, it now only 
has 22 co-sponsors. Which has caused 
several activists in the GLBT community, 
including Steve Black, to point out: 

"It’s OK to give rights to wheat and corn but 
not people?" And: "Crime shouldn't target 
potatoes but it’s OK if it’s gays?" and the 
inevitable: “So they’ll protect vegetables but 
not fruits?” 

Of the 29 original co-sponsors who withdrew 
their names, the Representatives from Bucks, 
Montgomery, Lehigh, 

Northampton, Berks, 

Carbon, Schuylkill 
and Monroe are: 

Bunt, Raymond (the 
Prime Sponsor) - 
MontgomeryCo. 

Clymer, Paul- 
BucksCo.s 
Fichter, John 
MontgomeryCo. 

Harper, Kate - MontgomeryCo. 

Miller, Sheila-Berks Co. 

I Semmel.Paul- Lehigh Co. 

Watson, Katharine - Bucks Co. 

19 Original co-sponsors have remained. 

I The local ones are: 

Caltagirone,Thomas-Berks Co. 

Cohen, Lita - MontgomeryCo. 

Grucela, Richard - Northampton Co. 
Mcllhinney, Charles - Bucks Co. 

4 Representatives have added their names 

I as co-sponsors since the Senate added the 
Hate Crimes Language including: Williams, 
Connie - MontgomeryCo. -(Elected to Senate) 
Contact your Representative to express 
your concern or thanks. If you are not sure who 
your Representative is, contact Steve Black at 
<smblack @ epix.net>or (610) 863-4961. 


THEY'LL 
PROTECT 
VEGETABLES 
BUT NOT 
FRUITS?" 


ACT I VIS A\ 
RE THE 
SALVATION 
ARMY 

The Valley Free Press received 
several letters including this one 
from StevieZ, about the Salvation 
Army Kettle Drive: 

Dear Valley Free Press: 

Today I received a solicitation from 
the Salvation Army in the mail. It would 
have been tempting to throw it away - 
but instead I did something different. I 
put a stamp on the return envelope and 
mailed them one of the green cards I 
had purchased at the recent MCC 
District Conference in Hagerstown, MD. 
The text of the card reads: 

Dear Salvation Army, 

While I appreciate the good 
works that you do in terms of 
feeding, clothing and housing the 
poor and needy, I am appalled by 
your attempt this past summer to 
subvert local and state civil rights 
laws. Because of your homophobic 
policies, I am bypassing your Red 
Kettles this season and will be giving 
my charitable contributions to 
organizations friendly to the gay and 
lesbian community. 

Merry Christmas 

PFLAC HAS SUPPLIED 

THIS NOTE INMAILEDVFPISSUES 

LV PFLAG (Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays) have 
included in this issue of the VFP a note 
that you can copy and place in the Red 
Kettles in your area. 

BUT YOU STILL 

HAVE TO GIVE 

We at the VFP want to remind our 
community that this action is in 
response to the Salvation Army’s anti¬ 
gay policy. While we do not want to give 
to anti-gay groups, please remember 
to give to other organizations that help 
those in need. 

AJIFTHANKS 

As If Productions wishes everyone a 
peace-filled holiday season. Cherish 
time with friends and family. Thank you 
for supporting As Ifs mission of 
promoting awareness and tolerance of 
under represented populations. Look for 
AS IF’s next documentary - PWA: 
People with AIDS- 20 Years Later, in 
March '02. 


19TH ST. T1 
MOVIES ^ 

“The Man Who Wasn’t There” - 

December 17-25, A tale of passion, 
crime and punishment filmed entirely 
in black and white. 

“Focus” - December26-30, Based on 
Arthur Miller’s controversial first novel, 
a story about having your view of the 
world radically shifted by how others 
see you. 

“Spike and Mike’s 2001 Classic 
Animation Festival” - January 1, 
Diamond Men” - January 2-6 
Decades that separate a diamond 
dealer and his new business partner 
break down when a tenative bond 
forms between them as they travel the 
Pennsylvaniacountryside. 

“Amelie” - Exclusive New Year’s Day 
screening and Januray 5-20 - In 
French with English subtitles, a 
comedy breaking European box office 
records. 

“The Endurance” - January 19-22, 
British exployer’s ship trapped in the 
Anartic in 1914. 

“Va Savoir”- January 23-26, 
Interlocking love triangles in Paris. 
Call for times: 610-432-8943. 

QUOTE 

"The right wing here [in the U.S.] 
understands that they have to tone 
down their rhetoric. You will routinely 
hear the Christian right speak of love 
and compassion for the homosexual.' I 
don't think you ever hear the Taliban 
speak of love and compassion for 
homosexuals. The Taliban is able to be 
ideologically pure in what they believe 
and how they are able to carry out 
those beliefs. So we are talking about 
degrees of sophistication of 
presentation and what people can get 
away with. But there are very real 
similarities. They both have a deep 
contempt toward those who might see 
religion in a different way than they 
do. - Surina Khan, E.D. of the 
International Gay & Lesbian Human 
Rights Commission, to the Boston 
Phoenix,Oct. 18. 

B&N CLBT BOOKCLUB 

The Barnes & Noble GLBT 
Bookclub’s next meeting will be Jan. 
15, to discuss “Deception," by Lauren 
Maddison. On Feb. 19, the group will 
discuss Macdougal Alley,” by 
Tatheena Roberts, and on March 19, 
“You’re Not From Around Here, Are 
You?’ by Louise Blum, will be the 
subject. Join the Bookclub (in 
Whitehall) for good books, good 
conversation and free beverages. All 
meetings are at 7pm, in the Cafe area. 









ELECTION RESULTS -- ELECTION RESULTS 


C AIL HAS 
STRONG 
WIN 

Allentown voters gave newcomer candidate for 
Allentown City Council, Gail Hoover (D) a 
resounding win on November 6. As the returns 
began to come in and were reported on the TV 
news, Gail moved into fourth place and stayed 
there evenly throughout the night, while several 
other candidates jumped around on the tote board. 

“Most districts throughout the city firmly elected 
Gail as one of the four winners. Her support seems 
to come from all over, not just overwhelmingly in 
some areas, but low in others. We think that’s 
important, it indicates that she has a firm and 
diverse base of voters." says Hoover’s campaign 
manager Liz Bradbury. 

Gail and the other three winning candidates all 
received between about 8000 to 9000 votes. Gail 
won over the next candidate, Tim Hecht, by 650 
votes, surpassed Emma Tropiano by 853 votes, 
and won over Ed Foster by about 2500 votes. 

“This wasn’t a close race, it was a strong win for 
all the top four vote getters. If you compare it to 
1999’s City Council race, when there were three 
slots open; second place winner David Bausch 
topped Lou Hershman by just 200 votes. And 
Hershman as third place winner, won over Mary 
Cramsey by just 35 votes. This year’s race shows 
voters were far more sure who they wanted to 
elect.” says Bradbury. “ Gail even got more votes 
than Republican Mayoral candidate Bob Lovett, 
which is amazing considering the money Lovett 
spent on his campaign compared to what funds 
Gail’s campaign had. The whole campaign 
committee is very happy about Gail’s win." 

Gail was endorsed by PA-GALA, the Lehigh 
Valley Labor Council and the Gay and Lesbian 
Victory Fund. 


"I COT WONDERFUL 
SUPPORT FROM ALL KINDS 
OF PEOPLE-OLD, YOUNC, 
WHITE, BLACK, LATINO, 
CAY, STRAICHT. 
EVEREYONE HAS BEEN VERY 
SUPPORTIVE." 

-Gail Hoover, as quoted in The 
Morning Call the day after the 
election. 





"ITS REALLY A KICK TO SEE YOUR OWN 
NAME IN THE VOTINC BOOTH!* 

CAIt HOOVER POINTS TO HER LE\€R ON ELECTION PAY. 


JULIO CURIDY 

WINS (EATON COUNCIL 

Another big winner in the Allentown City Council 
race was Julio Guridy (D), who came in second 
as one of the four winners. PA-GALA endorsed 
Julio and has supported his campaign from the 
beginning, when Liz Bradbury and Tnsh Sullivan 
and other PA-GALA volunteers helped him get 
the necessary number of signatures to get on the 
ballot. 

Julio has been committed to the passage of 
the Amendment of sexual orientation to 
Allentown’s Anti-discrimination Ordinance, since he spoke in favor to City 
Council in 1998. At a televised candidate forum in October, a Morning Call 
reporter asked all the Council candidates whether they would support the 
introduction of the amendment. Only Gail Hoover and Julio Guridy expressed 
toeirfirmsupporUJikeGaMu^ 



IN LEHICH COUNTY. THE COUNTY EXE 
BETWEEN JANE ERVIN (R) AND MATT CRC 

Both candidates were about equal, in a positive way, regarding GLBT rights. 
GLBT voters base their decisions on other issues. Matt Croslis only lost by abo 
which was mighty good for Matt who’s a newcomer and is only 28. VFP hopes Mai 
against her in next year’s State Representative election. Matt would make an 
support of GLBT rights goes far beyond Baker’s. Do it Matt, mortgage rates are low 
Meanwhile, congratulations to Jane Ervin. She told a PA-GALA represenl 
breakfast that she wanted to change the County’s hiring policy to include anti-dis 
orientation, similar to Allentown City Charter provisions. We hope she’ll also mo' 
benefits to County employees. Which she seemed concerned and positive about c 
Health Chiropractic, in October. 




























- ELECTION RESULTS - ELECTION RESULT 


“There is no way to 
count the number of 
voters with new 
attitudes, but the 
political power of groups 
like Latinos and gays is 
evident when two 
candidates who pay 
attention to their needs - 
- such as Guridy and 
Hoover — win elections. 
There is a change in the 
city, a change in 
attitude. Allentown is 
coming of age.” 

— Allentown City 
Councilwoman Pamela 
Varcony, as quoted in The 
Morning Call, in an article 
about the election, the day 
after results were tallied. 


PA-CALA 
ENDORSED 
ELEVEN 
CANDIDATES 
IN LEHICH 
VALLEY RACES. 
NINE WON! 


IUTIVE RACE WAS 
SLIS (D). JANE WON. 

>o PA-GALA endorsed them both and let 
it 3,000 votes (about 21,000 to 24,000) 
moves to Jane Baker’s district and runs 
sxcellent State Representative and his 
nd we’ll help you move, 
itive at the last AHRC coalition building 
irimination protections based on sexual 
e on giving domestic partnership health 
the PA-GALA candidate night at Family 


AFFLERBACH 
WINS FOR 

A-TOWN MAYOR 



Roy Afflerbach won his bid for 
Allentown Mayor over Bob Lovett; 

8,788 to 7,816. PA-GALA had 
supported and endorsed 
Afflerbach for his strong support 
of GLBT and AIDS issues over his 
substantial political career and 
also for Roy’s firm public 
declaration that he would not 
retain current Allentown City 
Solicitor Robert Daday. 

Roy Afflerbach has called for the passage of the Amendment of sexual orientation to 
Allentown’s Anti-discrimination Ordinance as early as 1998, when he spoke from the 
Pride Festival stage. With Roy as Mayor and Gail Hoover and Julio Guridy newly elected 
to City Council, along with current Council Member Marty Velazquez, who has also 
expressed support, PA-GALA is enthusiastic about the real possibility of this important 
Amendment becoming law in Allentown. 


OUR VOTES 
WIN CLOSE RACES 

The votes of the GLBT community in 
Allentown may very well have made all 
the difference. Figure it this way: PA- 
GALA endorsed Afflerbach. PA-GALA 
mailed 700 Allentown GLBTA registered 
voters the PA-GALA candidate guide 
“Gay & Lesbian Vote.” Afflerbach got 
8,788 votes, Lovett got 7,816 votes. 
Afflerbach beat Lovett by 972 votes. 

Now just suppose that just 500 of those 
GLBT voters decided to vote for 
Afflerbach rather than Lovett due, in part, 
to the information they received in the PA- 
GALA Candidate Guide. But what if PA- 
GALA had endorsed Lovett? And 
suppose those GLBT voters instead of 
voting for Roy had voted for Bob. That 
would mean that instead of 500 people 
voting for Roy they might have voted for 
Bob. Meaning that instead of 8,788 votes, 
Roy would have gotten 500 less, 
equaling 8,288. And Bob would have 
gotten 500 more, meaning he would have 
received 8,316, which also means he 
would have won by 28 votes. (We won’t 
even go into the Primary in which 
Afflerbach won by only 46 votes.) 

Let’s just put it this way, the GLBT 


LOVETT BLAMES 
LOSS ON 
SUPPORT OF 
PAPAY 

"Lovett believes the 
steadfast support he 
expressed for Heydt's 
solicitor Robert Daday, 
and his unwillingness to 
commit to firing him, 
drove some voters away." 

-Quote from the Morning Call 
on one of the three reasons 
Lovett blamed for his loss. 
The other two were; a 
similarity to Mayor Heydt, and 
new Democrat voters who 
were drawn out by Julio 
Guridy's candidacy. 















SOME NATIONAL 
RESULTS 

Nationally, there were 5 important 
initiatives in various parts of the county 
that had to do with GLBT rights. Of those 
four won. 

The Conservative Republican 
candidate for Governor of Virginia made a 
negative campaign issue of the Democrat 
candidate's past support of GLBT issues. 
But the Democrat won anyway. 

NORTHAMPTON 
COUNTY & 
BETHLEHEM 

In Northampton County, particularly in 
Bethlehem, the elections were just plain 
dull. There was no candidate running 
against Bethlehem Mayor Don 
Cunninghamand no one running against 
the incumbent members of Bethlehem 
City Council. Therefore, since there was 
no local race, there was low voter turn 
out. Which, according to PA-GALA 
Political Director Steve Black, may 
explain the losses of several well known 
Democrats running for Northampton 
County positions. PA-GALA endorsed 
candidates Michael Fleck (D), for Easton 
City Council and Craig Haytmanek 
(R?D) for Bethlehem School Board. 
They both won. 

Glenn Reibman won over Ron Angle 
for Northampton County Executive 
Angle is notoriously conservative, but 
Reibman didn't even bother to return his 
PA-GALA questionnaire, perhaps 
because he thought Angle would make a 
public issue of it. Since PA-GALA didn’t 
have any significant information on 
either one, there was really no PA-GALA 
information for voters on that race. 

What's strange is that Mayor Don 
Cunningham still refuses to return PA- 
GALA questionnaires. Cunningham is 
young, fairly liberal and a Democrat. He 
obviously has higher political 
aspirations. Some say he may run for Pat 
Toomey’s 15th Congressional District 
seat. So why couldn’t Cunningham 
bother to address a single gay issue in 
this election? After all, it’s not like he 
could lose, since he was the only one 
running. So why not take 10 minutes and 
a 34 cent stamp to support our rights? 

PA-GALA mails to over 2000 voters in 
the 15th Congressional District. Just a 
few years ago, Paul McHale won that 
seat by 600 votes. It will be interesting to 
hear Cunningham’s justification for 
ignoring us over the last eight years, if he 
suddenly wants our endorsement when 
he runs for higher office. 


EMMA 
TROPIANOS 

LOSS WAS SURPRISE 

The most surprising part of the election, 
was the significant loss of Emma Tropiano 
(D), who had served on Allentown City 
Council from 1983 to 1998 and was trying 
to regain her seat. Tropiano lost the City 
Council Primary Election in 1999, but many 
people thought it was due to her running for 
both City Controller and City Council at the 
same time, which often confuses voters. 

This year, Tropiano was the top vote 
getter in the Democratic Primary for 
Allentown City Council, winning the 
nomination by somewhat of a landslide, 
about 1200 votes over Gail Hoover and 
1000 votes over Julio Guridy. 

Tropiano’s past actions on Council have 
been ,at best, divisive and obstructionist. 
Though many people in various parts of the 
Allentown political community (including 
PA-GALA, the Morning Call, The Latino 
Community and the Labor Council) hoped 
Tropiano would not succeed, just about 
everyone thought she would win anyway. 
Morning Call columnist Bill White, even 
nominated the voters of the City of 
Allentown for his political “Hall of Shame," 
in part because of Tropiano’s strong win in 
the Primary. 

Even Tropiano herself was so sure of 
her win, that when she addressed City 
Council in June 2001 (at a meeting 
attended by PA-GALA Reps.), she started 
off by saying, “ ...when I'm back on Council 
next year, oh... well, I guess I might not be 
on Council, after all, I guess I could die 
between now and then... 

She didn't die, but she lost. And she 
didn't just come in 5th she came in 6th. 853 
votes behind Gail Hoover, and about 1300 
votes behind Julio. Morning Call columnist 
Bill White congratulated Allentown voters. 
So does VFP. 

CANDIDO GARCIA 
WINS SCHOOL 
BOARD 

Candido Garcia technically won his bid 
for Allentown School Board in the Primary, 
when four nominees were tapped for four 
open slots. Candido was endorsed by both 
the Latino and GLBT community. His 
answers on his PA-GALA School Board 
questionnaire were the best that PA-GALA 
representatives have seen. 

GLBT youth and faculty will greatly 
benefit from Candido’s high level of 
understanding of community related 
issues. 


DERRAND 
MCCARTHY 
WIN 

Kurt Derr (D) , who was endorsed by 
PA-GALA, defeated incumbent Joseph 
Maher (R) for the position of District 3 
Lehigh County Commissioner, with a 
significant margin of 1562 votes. Derr 
got 4,735 votes to Maher’s 3,173. 

PA-GALA mails their candidate guide 
“Gay and Lesbian Vote," to 1200 
GLBTA people in Lehigh County, the 
highest concentration of those votes is 
in the third district 

Dan McCarthy (D), who was also 
endorsed by PA-GALA, won the 4th 
District Lehigh County Commissioner 
seat. He was unopposed in the General 
Election, but ran and won against 
James Spang in the Primary. 

CANA 

QUARTER OF 
A MILLION* 
DOLLARS WIN 
AN ALLENTOWN 
ELECTI0N?...N0PE 

The most recent financial reports 
(December, 2001) indicate that Bob 
Lovett (R) spent $283,000, ($83,000 on 
the Primary and $200,000 on the 
General Election) on his campaign for 
Allentown Mayor. Roy Afflerbach (D) 
spent about $80,000, ($40,000 on the 
Primary and $40,000 on the General 
Election). Which means that Lovett 
spent $25.00 per vote he received. 
Afflerbach spent $4.50 per vote. 

Of the money Lovett spent, the report 
indicates that $128,000 was his own 
money. 

Afflerbach indicated that he knew his 
campaign would be “outspent" by 
Lovett’s so he concentrated on 
volunteers and his own door to door 
efforts to meet and speak to voters. 
Siobahn “Sam" Bennett, who ran against 
Afflerbach in the Primary, spent 
$115,000 on her campaign. 

The job of Mayor of Allentown pays 
$60,000 a year. 












Quakers-Lehigh Valley Friends Meeting- 
Route 512 1/2 mi. North of Rte 22 Bethlehem 
PA. Worship at 9:30 am. (610)691-3411. 

RAA- RainbowAA meetings, Mon. &Thurs. 
Episcopal Church, 16th ATumer Atown. 

Ren- Renaissance Transgendered Assoc., 
PO Box 3624 Atown,PA 18016 
610-814-5912/5913 racquel-lv @ webtvnet 
Rainbow Space - Muhlenberg College 
Organization 610.821.3244 
Reading P-FLAG- 610.488.7533or 670.8029 
Safe Space- At Lehigh U. 610.758.3469 
Saint John's Lutheran Church- A welcoming, 
gay affirming church, 32 S. 5th st. Allentown 
610.435.1587 
Softball-(Women's) call Diamonz, 
610.865.1028 

T.O. - Theatre Outlet-29 Nth 9th St, Allentown, 
610-820-9270. 

TST- Touchstone Theatre, 321 E. 4th St. Beth. 
610-867-1689, touchstone@nni.com 
Unity- 26 N. 3rd St. Emmaus, 767-4417 
UUCLV- UnitarianUniversalistChurchof the 
Lehigh Valley, 424 Center Street, Bethlehem, 
18018 610.866.7652. 

VFP-Valley Free Press 610.432.5449 
VYH - Valley Youth House weekly group for 
emotionally troubled GLBT youth 610.432.6481 
WDIY - WDIY - 88.1 fm 93.9 fm Saturday 7:00 
pm This Way Out, Assorted Women 7:30 pm. 
610-694-81 00.88. 

SPECI AL UPCOMING E VENTS 

FACT BINCO DIAMONZ - SUNDAYS 

CTBT YOUTHCHOUP- 

HAVEN - WEDNESDAYS 
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MCCLV MinTIKUJTHER INC 
SERVICE- IAN ZO 
VA SAVOIR 19TH STREET- 
JAN 13-Z6 


HAVEN TRAINING - FEB 1 
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T^CCIV COSPELCONIERT - MAR 13 


THE NFORMATON N 
TH S CALENDAR 5 5 BJECT 
TO CHANCE. CALL TO 
CONFIRM TO POST INFO 
610-432-5449 EMAIL 
LIZTRISH AOL.COM 


CAY MEN LV SCHEDULE 

Gay Men of LV is a social group of gay men that 
[strives to create a safe, healthy and caring 
environment to develop friendships, to provide 
I support and understanding for each other's lives and 
I to learn more about our community. 

On Dec. 8.- GMLV met at the Family Health 
| Chiropractic Center at 1874 Catasauqua Rd., 
| Allentown. Thanks to Doctor John Cochran for the use 
of the space! Dec. 22 - GMLV will take the night off to 
[celebrate the holidays. Happy Holidays!! Jan. 12, 
12002 - GMLV will present the film, "All Over The Guy." 
| Location to be announced later. 

GMLV meets every 2nd and 4th Saturday at 7 pm. 
I Refreshments are served at each meeting. A one 
| dollar donation is requested. GMLV is self-operated 
| and maintained. If you would like to give your time or 
| financial support or would like to help provide snacks 
| or help plan a new event, please speak with director, 
I Joe Canto or email gaymenlv @ hotmail.com. 


CIVIL UNION 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

To have your Vermont Civil 
Union listed here, or to get 
more information on how to 
get a Vermont Civil Union, 
email VFP at:< 
liztrish@aol.com>. 


HIV 

TESTING 

For free HIV counseling and 
testing: Allentown Health 
Bureau, 245 North 6th St. 
Allentown. 610-437-7742, FAX 
610-437-8799. 


TMSH’S COLUMN Patricia Sullii 


On September 11, we all stopped to think 
| about who and what was important in our 
lives. To whom would I have made that last 
I call ? Who would have been waiting for me 
to come home? What would have 
happened to my children? We realize how 
lucky we were not to be victims. We 
participated in relief efforts and gave to help 
those who suffered. We thanked whatever 
power we believe keeps us from harm. 

As we move further from the disaster, we 
I feel less threatened and vulnerable and go 
back to our day to day routine. We tell 
ourselves, I know there are things I should 
do, because that could have been me. 

Gay men and lesbians know about 
irrational hatred. For us, it shouldn’t take 9- 
11 to slap us in the face with the reality that 
I our loved ones might not return home 
safely. Matthew Shepard comes to mind. It 
is when disaster happens that our partners 
and our children need us most to be 
I responsible. 

Unfortunately, our family relationships 
are essentially left outside the support net 
I that typically surrounds those dealing with 
| disaster. There are substantial Federal and 
State benefits for “widows and widowers,” 
but they are defined almost exclusively by 
legal marriage, disqualifying gay and 
lesbian spouses from the most basic forms 
I of relief taken for granted by heterosexual 
| spouses. 

We are starting to hear more and more 
stories about gay men and lesbians, 

I affected by 9 -11 and other tragedies, who 
| are unable to prove any legal or financial 
relationship to the partner they lost. 
Lambda Legal Defense is representing one 
19-11 survivor - whose partner of 11 years 
1 was on one of the planes - who is not being 
I treated fairly by the partner’s employer. The 
employer, a major corporation, is giving the 
victim’s parents, including one parent who 
was estranged from the son, precedence as 



the “real family” for purposes 
of the company’s death 
benefits. In New York, a court 
has decided that a surviving 
domestic partner is not 
eligible to inherit in the absence of a will, or 
to sue for wrongful death. In Washington 
state a surviving partner has lost his home 
and business following the death of his 
partner of 27 years. A Maryland hospital 
kept a gay man from the death bed of his 
longtime partner. And there are reports of 
many other survivors who have been 
financially incapacitated because there 
was no legal evidence of their relationship 
or financial interdependence with their 
partner. 

Legal documents are the most effective 
way you can protect your partner and your 
children. A will, a powerof attorney, a living 
will, and if you have children; a formal 
parenting agreement, can make a 
significant difference in proving your 
personal and financial interdependence. 
Although legal documents can be 
challenged, they clearly describe your 
relationship and wishes in the event you 
are incapacitated, even temporarily. In the 
absence of such legal documents, 
decisions about your care, your assets, 
and your children revert to your next of kin 
and the courts. 

It takes about an hour with an attorney to 
obtain a will, a power of attorney, and a 
living will. The cost of the whole package is 
approximately $400 for an individual or 
$600 for a couple (domestic 
partners,husband/wife). A parenting 
agreement varies considerably in 
complexity, so the cost varies comparably. 

Remember, our families are our 
responsibility. The people we love need us 
to live and act responsibly. Give your family 
a gift this holiday season that will really 
count when they need it the most. 
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Editor’s note: In a subsequent letter, the author stated that he 
is not representing UUCLV, only his own opinion. Also as a result 
of his concerns regarding possible editing by VFP, the letter 
below has not been edited and is printed here exactly as it came 
via email, except that paragraph indentations have been added. 
The author also sent this letter to the local email listserve, 

° u,nLV LETTER SUGGESTS MORE 
BALANCE RE RENT INCREASE 

to the editor, 

The article in the last VFP dealing with the rent increase for 
MCC could have used a bit more balance. UUCLV has 
supported many of the valleys smaller socially conscious orgs. 
for many years to it's own detriment.UUCLV has always 
supported the gay community in very many ways. Since moving 
to Center St. UUCLV has been operating in the red,in no small 
part to it's habit of giving space to worthy orgs. with no regard to 
it's own solvency. That is why Kate was hired to enforce the hard 
decisions because the church didn't and has used up all of it's 
financial cushion. 

Kate would not say this and I probably shouldn't but as vaguely 
as possible. Mcc's current rent of $3384 a year is less than one 
third of one months operating expenses for UUCLV. I would 
agree that the timing could have been better and actually should 
have been a series of rate increases over the past years. The 
fact is at their current bldg usage a $1000 a month is a bargain. It 
is unlikely that MCC could find an equivalent space for less and 
would probably have to pay much more. These rental increases 
are not targeted to specific rentors but are across the board 
because, to be blunt, the church no longer has a choice. 

Perhaps instead of being up in arms, a little support for an 
organization that has done so much for this valleys GLBT 
community might be in order!! As Kate summarized if the church 
doesn't do this it will not be here and no one will be able to use 
the space. You also must understand that none of these have 
been easy decisions for the church and there has been much 
debate on what to do and how to do it. One of the reasons timing 
is short. Another reason is that it is time for renewing contracts or 
in some cases having a contract at all. While I could give further 
financial data to support this it would be inappropriate. 

The orgs. involved should be gratefull for the free ride they 
have had for so long instead of complaining about paying a fair 
price for the space they are using.This last is addressed to the 
authors(question and Answer) of the article and not the orgs. 
involved since I have heard nothing directly from them. 

In general I find the VFP a good resource but at times I get fed 
up with the black and white/us or them attitudein some of the 
editorials and articles. Something not going the way the GLBT 
community wants doesn't mean the others are homophobic or 
anti-gay. Health and Happiness, Tom Cormier, Former Clerk 
UUCLV 

EDITOR S RESPONSE 

Dear Tom, We appreciate your concern for the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of the Lehigh Valley and understand that 
you want UUCLV to be presented in the best light possible. But if 
you look more carefully at last month’s issue, you’ll note that the 
article about the rent increase really just dealt with the facts. 
You’ll also see that, for the most part, the statements made in it^| 
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Bravo, Ed! 

When I started working at my current place of 
business, I was not used to being myself at work. 

So it was a deliaht to be able to come out of the closet. The catalyst for 
me was when Suzanne, a well-intentioned co-worker, asked if I had a 
girlfriend. If not, she thought the “new girl in payroll," would be prefect 
for me. She thought we could make beautiful music together. Maybe 
Suzanne was thinking of an aria. I was thinking of a requiem. 

Because my place of work has a non-discrimination policy I felt 
reasonably confident in telling her the truth, and it worked out fine. 

I was thinking about this story because a friend of mine came out at 
work. Ed Roth, an employee at Air Products, is a member of GLEE 
and plays volleyball with GLOSS. 

Ed writes, "I’m the same old Ed- wouldn't want to be treated any 
differently or specially, just the same as anyone else. I just don't want 
the burden of carrying this ‘secret’ around any longer. I think the risk of 
any repercussions of coming out will be far exceeded by the payoffs: 
increased self-confidence, more trust and respect in my working 
relationships, and a tunneling of the energy previously wasted in self¬ 
editing, into positive productivity." 

Bravo Ed! 

If you have the opportunity to come out at work; take advantage of it. 
You may be pleasantly surprised by your coworkers’ responses. 

And so my little chipmunk readers, I wish you Happy Holidays. 


EDITOR 5 RESPONSE CONTINUED 

were by UUCLV’s own representative, not VFP. 

The rent increase (and insurance requirement) is important news in 
the local GLBT community, since many GLBT groups and 
organizations, that have had their meetings there, are impacted by it. 
At press time, at least five groups have either moved their meetings, 
disbanded, or are considering moving, and you are right, not all of 
them are GLBT groups. They aren't complaining about it, they just 
can’t afford to pay since they are "all volunteer" and have no income. 

From its inception VFP has reported, in every issue, on the good 
things UUCLV has done. It’s true that UUCLV has been supportive of 
the LV GLBT community for a long time. I can’t quite see why you think 
UUCLV supporting the work of socially consious groups by letting 
them use meeting space was To its own detriment.” Helping diverse 
socialy consious groups would seem to be the kind of mission a 
church like UUCLV would have. The issue really is what the money 
situation is now, not what happened in the past. No one is faulting 
UUCLV for trying to meet their bills. 

I really take exception to your suggestion that VFP is saying, or even 
implying, that UUCLV is increasing the rent because they are anti-gay 
or homophobic. We didn’t say that or even suggest it and we don’t 
think so. The article makes clear, according to UUCLV’s own 
representative, that UUCLV’s motive for raising the rent is to meet 
operating costs. Any interpretation that UUCLV is anti-gay or 
homophobic is completely your own. 

In the past we have said that some politicians, and people like Jerry 
Falwell and Dr. Laura were anti-gay, and we have called policies like 
the Boy Scouts’ “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” and the Red Cross’s 16 year old 
ban on blood from anyone who has ever had sex with a gay man, 
homophobic. But VFP has never had articles or columns that simply 
say: “Something not going the way the GLBT community wants... 
mean(s) that others are homophobic or anti-gay." Liz Bradbury, 
Editor 


STEVIE-Z TO DONATE TIPS 

Beginning Jan. 1st, Stevie Z, The Piano Man, will donate 50% of all 
tips to a local charity. In Jan.- Feb. tips will go to FACT (Fighting AIDS 
Continuously Together). For information or to get on the StevieZ email 
list contact <StevieZPnoMn@AOL.com>. 














A VIEW FROM A DYKE 7 

BY LIZ BRADBURY 


VERY SPECIAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

It’s time for Valley Free Press to honor some of this years really 
significant achievements by people in the Lehigh Valley Gay 
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender community. This list is of those 
individuals and groups who took risks, went beyond their missions, 
and in several cases managed to pull off what some 
thought was impossible. 

Allyson Hamm -- not only as past President of 
Pride and as a committee member for nearly every 
other GLBT organization in LV, (her work on new 
events this year includes: National Coming Out 
weekend, the GLBT Youth Dance, Haven, NFTMD 
dance and celebration and her regular production of 
the Pride email Events Newsletter) but for her work 
with the Allentown Human Relations Commission. 

Allyson's successful effort to include Pride as a 
cosponsor of AHRC’s coalition building breakfasts has 
caused a significant positive shift in the mainstream 
perception of the gay community. She also noticed the 
discrepancy that left our community and several other 
minorities, out of the Allentown City hiring policy, which lead to a 
series of civil rights efforts by a variety of groups, ultimately re¬ 
instating the employment rights of City employees. Allyson proved 
you don’t have to fight City Hall, you can work with them! 

Gail Hoover - Gail's campaign for Allentown City Council 
required her almost daily commitment to meetings, appearances, 
door to door campaigning, debates, forums, and paperwork since 
early February. Since her win, the commitment has been even more 
demanding and she hasn’t even been sworn in yet! Everyone 
thought a GLBT community candidate could never be elected to 
local office. Gail proved one could! We not only have a friend on City 
Council, we have family! 

Don Kohn and LV PFLAG - Don and other PFLAG board 
members and openly GLBT volunteers have arranged and spoken 
in several forums in public schools. Each time PFLAG speaks at a 
High School, other schools ask them to do programs. Most people 
thought a pro-gay organization would never be invited into local 
public schools. But LV PFLAG has succeeded! 

Steve Black and PA-GALA - Steve’s constant commitment 
over the last eight years, to the passage of the State Hate Crimes 
Bill finally paid off when the State Senate passed the bill in June. 
Though it still must pass the House to become law, the 
acknowledgment of the existence of gay and transgender people by 
the State Senate was monumental. The amount of work Steve has 
done on this effort cannot be described. Simply put, if it weren’t for 
Steve Black, the bill would not have passed! 

LV Gay Men’s Chorus -- This year, the Chorus supported 
efforts to fight breast cancer, with their concert, “Sing for the Cure.” 
The LVGMC has always reached out to the community, but this 
gesture was unique and special. 

HAVEN LV GLBT Youth Group -- GLBT community members 
and UUCLV’s Welcoming Congregation worked hard all year to 
convince people this social and support group for GLBT teens could 
and should come together. Last year at this time, a LV social work 
official said he didn’t believe any organization would ever sponsor a 
“social" group for GLBT youth. Haven has found support! 

Reverend Elizabeth Goudy, Metropolitan Community Church 
LV Board & Congregation - did an extraordinary job with the 



Ecumenical Blessing Service in February. Also just after 9-11, while 
many of us were still reeling from accounts of the attack, Rev. Goudy 
called and checked in with dozens of people in the community that 
she even suspected may have been directly affected by the tragedy. 
At a special service that Sunday, the MCC Board agreed to give their 
entire collection to relief efforts and the Congregation, responding to 
Rev. Goudy’s moving sermon, donated just over $2000. It's hard to 
be generous when money is tight, but the MCC Congregation has 
shown that they have the spirit! 

Scott Laubner - Scott decided there should be more social 
events in the community, so he organizes one every month or so, 
advertises it via email and VFP, and they’re usually attended by 50 
people. Scott writes a column for VFP. Scott sought an appointment 
to the Allentown Human Relations Commission and now serves on it 
as an openly gay Commissioner. Scott is the perfect example of: If 
you want something done...just do it! 

PA-GALA and GLBT Voters -- PA-GALA began about seven 
elections ago to direct-mail voter information to people 
in the GLBT community. This year hundreds of local 
GLBT people are falling into the super voter category 
because they have been using their PA-GALA 
Candidate guides to vote in every election. The GLBT 
vote has begun to “show" in local elections and that’s 
why pro-GLBT candidates are being elected locally. 
Voters: Pat yourself (and PA-GALA) on the back 
because it’s your vote that has begun to make positive 
change! 

Roberta and Harold Kreider - Roberta Kreider 
wasn’t content to compile just one book about GLBT 
people’s faith stories, now she is working on one about 
GLBT couples. She and her husband Harold, who are 
both 75, have an ability to recognize and confront 
injustice with a level of courage that frequently puts the rest of us to 
shame. Let’s aspire to be like these role models, and all the others 
who have done so much for the LV GLBT community! 


HAVEN HOLDS FIRST MEETING 

HAVEN, the new GLBTAQ Youth Group hosted byUUCLV, reports 
a successful first meeting. Weekly meetings began on Wednesday, 
November 28 & will be held every Wednesday from 7-9 PM. 

Adult greeters reported enjoying the smiles as 18 youths arrived 
from local high schools & colleges & from as far away as the 
Poconos area. The group, comprised of approximately 1/3 boys & 
2/3 girls, was delighted to have a space to meet & feel welcome & 
safe. They had been looking forward to this for some time. One of the 
first topics was designing a logo. They brainstormed a bit & broke 
into small group discussions. 

HAVEN is still looking for volunteers & facilitators. A training 
session is set for February 2. Applicants must be at least 25 years 
old, submit an application & complete a background check. 

HAVEN is accepting donations of food to be served at meetings, 
plus money to hold events, maintain a phone line & for other 
operational needs. Tax-deductible donations can be made by 
sending a check made out to UUCLV, with "Haven" specified in the 
memo area to UUCLV, 424 Center Street, Bethlehem 18018. 

To contact HAVEN - phone: 610-868-2153, email: ,<havenyouth 
group®hotmail.com>, web: http://members.aol.com/uuclv/haven 
HAVEN says thank you to all of the dedicated people who 
have contributed to the formation of HAVEN! Thanks go to VFP for 
creating the greeter's buttons and to Allyson Hamm for creating the 
HAVEN brochures. Special thanks to Mike Kriebel and his Bucks 
County organization for their generous donation. 


LUC NEW GLBT STUDENT GROUP 

A new Gay and Lesbian Student Association at Lehigh Carbon 
Community College had its first meeting on November 15, at the 
Schnecksville Campus. To find out more information about this 
group contact <mlavandier@lccc.edu>. 



















11. What former US President was quoted in the 
Detroit News (Oct. 29) saying,“I think (gay and 
lesbian) couples ought to be treated equally 
Period.” A. Ford B. Carter C. Bush D. Clinton 


12. The 2006 “Gay Games” will be in_. 

| A. NYC B. Miami C. Montreal D.Toronto 


3.Currently, the area of the world which has highest 
I rate of HIV infection is:A. Africa B. Eastern Europe 
C. North America D.China 

14. Photographer Annie Leibovitz and writer Susan 

I Sontag have finally outed their own relationship by 

I announcing in Time Magazine_,. 

I A. their Civil Union 

B. their joint autobiography 

C. their marriage in Holland 
I D. the birth of their daughter 

15. Divine’s real name was_. 

A. Glenn Milstead B. John \A6ters 

| C. Alvin C. Monk D. J. Falwell Jr 

16. What famous writer was the father of a 
I transsexual named Gloria? A. Frost 

B. Fitzgerald C.Hemingway D. Faulkner 

7. Edina’s (onAbFab) only big named client 

I was_, the singer famous for “T> Sir With Love." 

I A. Pet Clark B.Tony Newly C. Lulu D. Donovan 

18. AIBO is an electronic_. 

I A. dog B.Tivo receiver C. game D. house boy 

19. Margaret Cho’s video is called: 

A. “’I m The One That I Want." B. “American Girl.” 

C. “This IS My Native Tongue." D. “Ass Master” 

110. The slang term for an opposite-sex date that 
I disguises a gay person’s orientation is a: 

I A. mask. B. beard 

IC. shadow. D. pimpernel 
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We believe H would 
improve the quality of 
life in the Lehign 
Valley if all people 
were equally 
protected from 
unfair discrimination 
based upon actual or 
perceived: race, 
color, religion, 
national origin, 
ancestry or place 
of birth, sex. sexual 
orientation, marital 
status, family status. 

age. hand cap or 
disability, or use of a 
guide animal, in the 
areas of employment 
housing, and public 
accommodation. 

PA-GALA 

Valley Free Press 

Allentown Human 
Relations Commissror 

Safe Space of 
Lehigh University 

PFLAG Lehigh VAIley 

ACCO -A Chorus 
Celebrating Wbmen 


QUOTE #1 Loj 

"You should see the hate e-mail I get. We have met 
the enemy, and he can't spell ” 

- Cathy Renna of the Gay & Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation to the Washington Post, Oct. 


QUOTE #2 

From Picks & Pans~ln People Magazine 

Review of The No Spin Zone by Bill O’Reilly of FOX 

News talk show TheO Reilly Factor. 

“Archie Bunker in a chalkstripe suit? No, Archie was 
funny. O’Reilly is the Eeyore of politics, breathlessly 
elevating fringe groups like the North American Man- 
Boy Love Association into national calamities. It’s a 
worldview that was silly on Sept. 10, and it's sillier 
now...” 


Pride of the IV 

LV Gay Men’s Chorus 

NCC GLBT Student 
Union 

The Lehigh Vbltey 
Labor Party 

EQUAL! at Agere 

Metropolitan 
Community Church LV 

Out There - Cedar Cresl 

9th Street Shelter 
Allentown 

LV Communrty 
Action Committee 


GLEE at Air Products 
FACT 

AIDS Outreach 

The Unitarian 
Unrversakst 
Church LV 

GLOSS 

LEPOCO 

GUSN of 
Dun & Brad street 

AIDS Services Center 

Theatre Outlet 

Integrity • Bethlehem 

The Lehigh \felley 
Religous 

Society of Friends 
(Quakers) 

Civic Theater 
19th Street Theatre 

The Latin Albance 

The Enigma Players 

New Covenant 
Family Ministries 

Properties of Merit 

Allentown City 
Democratic Committee 

Episcopal Diocese 
of Bethlehem 

To add your 
organization to this 
list, call 61 (M32-5449 
or email VFP 
(tiztrishOaol.com). 


QUOTE 

"Our basic perspective is that Hollywood is a lost cause 
when it comes to promoting traditional views of marriage 
and sexuality." 

- American Family Association spokesman Ed Vitagliano 
acknowledging that the gay agenda won, to the 
Associated Press, Nov. 7. 


VFP ADVERTISING 

This month's VFP contains an advertising insert about a 
nifty Rehobeth condo you can rent, on season or of. 

If you are interested in advertising with a VFRnsert, call 
us for rates at: 610-432-5449. 


°' 01 -iso...? 


GCFM (gay, calico, feline, male) - 
14lbs., 34" N-2-T, swimmer's build, 
carnivore, extra long tail, dog-acting, ISO 
same: for intimate dinners, curling up by 
fire, poss. LTR (8 lives left), 
no ctnp users, no Puffs or Fluffys... 

r ' 

V 

(Thate itwhen they say, 'dog acting/ 
V IfJ wanted a dod.I’d date a dog./ 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS v 
FROM VFP 

The editorial columns and political cartoon that appear in Vlley Free Press 
express the opinions of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion 
or attitude of this publication. VFPmakes no indication of the sexual 
orientation of persons, organizations, or businesses mentioned in any issue. 





















































